The immunological properties of cord blood: overview of current research presented at the 2nd EUROCORD workshop.
It is generally agreed that cord blood (CB) transplantation represents an encouraging alternative to bone marrow (BM) transplantation. There are a variety of reasons for this, the two most controversial being (1) whether there is less graft-versus-host disease with CB compared to BM transplantation and (2) whether we can use more HLA mismatches with CB transplantation? If these are true then CB may generate a lower 'immunological response' compared to transplantation with adult cells. Why this may be is unknown, however, recently there has been much work which compared the immunological function of CB and adult monocytes. Here, we highlight the major contributions from 'The Immunological Properties of CB' session at the 2nd EUROCORD workshop which tried to determine why the immunological response in CB may be lower than that of the adult.